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DRAFT of a BILL 


* 


PROPOSED 


For Eſtabliſhing Houſes of Induſtry for r the 
Maintenance and Employment of the Poor | 
within the County of Norfolk. _— 


4 


/ 


R DER EAS the Poor in the County of Norfolk are Preamble. ; 
WE very numerous, and the preſent Method of main- : 

E taining them very burthenſome and expenſive, and 

chat they might be much better provided for, and at 

a leſs Expence, if proper Houſes were provided for 

NERO their Reception, where they might be employed 5 
and maintained: 11 8 | | * 


May it therefore pleaſe your MA] ESTV. 


That it may be Enacted; And be it Enacted, by the KIN G's 
moſt Excellent MajzsTY, by and with the Advice and Conſent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent 
Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That every 


_—= Perſon 


| [8] N 
The Qualifi- Perſon ſeiſed in his own Right, or in Right of Nis Wife, of Lands, 


cation ober Tenements, or Hereditaments of the yearly Value of One hundred 


——he Poor. Pound, lying within any Diſtrict which ſhall be incorporated by 


virtue of this Act, or who ſhall reſide within ſuch Diſtrict, and ſhall 


have an Eſtate of the like Value within any other Part of the County 


of Norfolk, ſhall be qualified to be elected a Director of the Poor 


The Qualif- within ſuch Diſtrict; and every. Perſon ſeiſed in bis own Right, or 


Bua of a F in Right of his Wife, of Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments of 
— on the yearly Value of Fifty Pounds, within any Diſtrict which ſhall be 


incorporated by virtue of this Act, or who ſhall occupy Lands, Te- 


nements, or Hereditaments within ſuch Diſtrict, of the yearly Value 
of One hundred Pounds, ſhall be qualified to be elected a Guardian 
Penalty on of the Poor within ſuch Diſtrict; and in caſe any Perſon not duly 
Perſons act. qualified to act as a Director or Guardian according to the true In- 


ing as Direc- 


tors or Guar. tent and Meaning of this Act, ſhall nevertheleſs preſume to act as 

dians who are ſuch, every ſuch Perſon ſhall forfeit and pay any Sum not exceeding 

not qualities. ve Pound, not leſs than Forty Sbillingsg and every Perſon proſe- 
cuted for acting. without ſuch Qualification ſhall prove that he has 
ſuch Qualification as aforeſaid, or otherwiſe ſhall pay the ſaid Pe- 
nalty, without any other Proof or Evidence on the Part of the Pro- 
{ecutor than that ſuch Perſon hath acted as a Director or Guardian, as 
the Caſe ſhall be. | 


After 1 june td be it ftrreher 


Enatted, That from and after 7h» Fir Day 
0/72 ny 5 of June One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-two, if any Five Per- 


Perſons qua- 


lied to be {os qualified to be Directors as aforefaid ſhall be defirous that any 
Directors Diſtrict ſhall be incorporated for the Purpoſes of this Act, ſuch Per- 


ive No- | : , , , 
tice fa ſons may at any Time or Times canſe Notice to be given of a Ge- 


Meeting for neral Meeting to be holden of Perſons qualified to be Directors and 


Lenaro be Guardians within ſuch Diſtrict as ſhall be expreſſed in ſuch Notices; 
Gentlemen and the Notices ſhall alſo mention the Time and Place for holding 


for incorpo- the Meeting; and ſuch Notices ſhall be affixed upon the Church Door 


rating 4 


Binn. of every Pariſh within the Diſtrict propoſed to be incorporated; and 


ſhall alſo be publiſhed Eight Times in ſome of the London News- 


papers, and Four Times tucceſiively in the Norwich News-papers 
before the Time appointed for holding any ſuch Meeting; and no 
Meeting for the Putpoſes aforeſaid ſhall be held before Ter of the 
Clock in the Forenoon, nor after Three of the Clock in the After- 
noon ; and all ſuch Meetings ſhall be at ſome convenient Place as 
near the Centet of the Diſtrict intended to be incorporated as may 
i be; and the Perſons aſſembled at ſuch Meetings ſhall, before they 
A proceed to Buſineſs, chooſe a proper Perſon to preſide as their Chair- 


man; and the ſaid Perſuns who cauſed Notice to be given of ſuch 


Meeting ſhall provide two Books, and ſhall produce the fame at the 
Meeting, 


165 
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Meeting, in One of which ſhall be entered the Names of Perſons 

qualified to be Directors, and in the other the Names of the Perſons 
qualified to be Guardians, within. ſueh Diſtrict, who ſhall then, either 

in Perſon, or by, Letter under their Hande, ſignify their Aſſent or 

Diſſent to the incorporating ſuch Diſtrict; all which Entries ſhall be 

made in the ſaid Books by ſuch Perſon or Perſons as the Chairman 

ſhall. appoint for that Purpaſe ; which ſaid Books, after the Entries fo 

made, ſhall be left in Cuſtody of, the Chairman, who is. hereby re- 

quired, within Toree Days after ſuch Meeting, to tranſmit the ſame 

to the Clerk of the Peace for the ſaid County of Norfo/h, to be lodg- 

ed amongſt the Records of the County ; all, which Books ſhall and 

may be peruſed at all ſeaſonable Times by any Perſon qualified to be 

a Director or Guardian for ſuch Diſtri&, who may likewiſe take 

Copies thereof, or of any Part thereof, paying for every ſuch Pe- 

ruſal the Sum of One Sbilling, and alſo. One Shilling per Sheet, for 

each Copy, reckoning Seventy-two Words to each Sheet; and all ſuch And if Three 

Books ſhall, when required, be produced by the ſaid Clerk of the 3 
Peace at the Seſſions, and the fame ſhall be allowed to be read in liked to be 

Evidence: And if it ſhall appear that Three Fourths in Number of Piretors.and 

the Perſons qualified to be Directors, and a Majority of the Perſons quatifed io 

qualified to be Guardians, agreeable to the Directions of this Act, be Guardians 

were willing, and did at ſuch Meeting, either in Perſon, or by Let- — — 

ter addteſſed to the Chairman of ſuch Meeting, give their Conſent ſenting, then 

that ſuch Diſtrict ſhould be incorporated, ſuch Diſtrict ſhall be from ien is | 


thenceforth incorporated for the ſeveral Purpoſes of this Act. porated. 


Paovided always, That if any Five Perſons qualified to be Di- But any Five 
rectors or Guardians within ſuch Diſtrict, ſhall think that Three —_— 
Fourths of the Perſons qualified to be Directors, and a Majority of Directors or 
Perſons qualified to be Guardians, within ſuch Diſtrict, did not con- Guardians 
ſent that ſuch Diſtrict ſhould be incorporated, they may appeal to - — © egg 
the next General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace to be held at the Seſſions a. 

X Caſtle of Norwich, in the Shire-houſe there, for the ſaid County of —_ 
XZ Norfolh, or at any Adjournment thereof, if ſuch Diſtrict is ſituated ing incorpo- 
in any Diviſion where the Quarter Seſſions are held by Adjourn- ted. - 
ment: But in caſe the General Quarter Seſſions ſhall be held with- 

in Fourteen Days of ſuch Meeting, then the Perſons ſhall be at 

Liberty to appeal to the next or ſubſequent General Quarter Seſſions. 

or Adjournment thereof as aforeſaid, giving Notice thereof in Writ- 

ing at leaſt Ten Days before the Time of bringing ſuch Appeal to 

| the Chairman of ſuch Meeting, or to any Five of the Perſons who 

XF were preſent at ſuch Meeting, and who were conſenting to ſuch 
Diſtrict's being incorporated; and if upon hearing the Appeal it ſhall And if upon 
appear to the Juſtices in Seſſion, that at ſuch Meeting more than One —— 
1 Fourth 
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„ - ; 
that a ſufi- Furth Part of the Perſons qualified to be Directors, and a Majority 
of Perors of Ferſons qualified to be Guardians within ſuch Diſtrict, did diſſent 
were not / from ſuch Incorporation, then the Juſtices ſhall confirm the Ap- 
1 peal, and the Diſtrict ſhall not be incorporated, nor ſhall 
cannot be in- any Meeting be held for that Purpoſe within Three Vears from the 
corporated Time ſuch Appeal ſhall be fo conkiraied; but if no Appeal ſhall be 
Via, Tee July entered at ſuch Seſſion, or, if entered, ſhall not be proſecuted 

within the Time aforeſaid, or ſhall be diſcharged by the Juſtices in 
open Court, then ſuch Diſtrict ſhall be deemed to be incorporated, 
and the Juſtices then preſent ſhall. make an Order of Court de- 
claring ſuch Diſtrict to be an incorporated Diſtrict; all which Ap- 
peals as aforeſaid the ſaid Juſtices are hereby authorized and im- 
powered from time to hear and finally determine. 


For holding And be it kurther Enatted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
Meetings for within One Calendar Month next after any Diſtrict ſhall be incor- 
— porated, any Five or more Perſons, qualiſied to be Directors for the 
. ſame Diſtrict, ſhall cauſe Notice to be given in the Norwich News- 
Papers of the Time for a Meeting of all Perſons qualified to be 

Directors for ſuch Diſtrict, at leaſt Fourteen Days before ſuch Meet- 

ing; which Meeting ſhall be held at the fame Town or Place where 

the Firſt Meeting was held for incorporating ſuch Diſtrict, and the 

=P Perſons who ſhall be then preſent, and qualified to be Directors for 
that Diſtrit, or the major Part of them, ſhall, in the Firſt Place, 
chooſe a Chairman, and ſhall then ele& amongſt themſelves Twenty- 
three other Perſons, who, together with the Chairman, ſhall be Di- 
rectors of the Poor for that Diſtrict: But if there ſhall not ap- 
pear at ſuch Meeting Twenty-four Perſons qualified to act as Direc- 
tors, then they ſhall chooſe fo many as ſhall appear; and if there 

| -ſhall not be preſent Sixteen Perſons qualified to be Directors, then 
the ſaid Directors ſhall elect and add ſuch Number of the moſt able 
and diſcreet Perſons qualified to be Guardians within ſuch Diſtrict as 
ſhall, with the Directors preſent, make up the Number Sixteen; 


and ſuch laſt-mentioned Perſons ſhall be and continue Directors, 


until their Places can be ſupplied by Perfons qualified to be Direc- 
tors within ſuch Diſtrict. ON | | 

Piꝛobided always, That ſuch Perſons, ſo elected to be Directors 
out of the Perſons qualified to be Guardians, ſhall not incur an 
Penalty for acting as Directors, although they ſhall not have fuch 
Qualification as the Directors are required to have by this Act. 


Difco” x | | 3 OY, 4 
may appoint” And he \t further Enacted, That in/ ſuch Diſtricts where 
Officers add Tegenty-four Directors ſhal be elected, any Thirteen or more of 
allow them E 55 | the "=, 
Salaries; EN f 1 5 15 


„I . 
them, and in fuch Diftrias where only Steen Directors ſhall be 
e'cAed, then any Nine or more of them, ſhall and may at any 
Meeting appoint a Treaſurer and Clerk, and ſuch other Of- 


ficers as they ſhall think proper for carrying this Act into Execu- 
tion, and all give fuch Salaries, and make ſuch Allowances to 


all fuch Oflicers, and to all other Perſons who ha] employed 
by them fer the Purpoſes of this Act, as they ſhall think fit, and and ma 


they ſhall think proper, and appoint others in their Stead ; and ſhall 


8 
may remove and diſplace all ſuch Officers from time to time, as mots fuch 


cers, 
and take 


allo take ſuch Security from their Treaſurers or other Officers for Security from 
the due Execution of their reſpective Offices, as they ſhall think their Trea- 


proper ; provided that the Security for a Treaſurer be not leſs than 
the whole Amount of the Poor's Rates within ſuch Diſtrict for One 


Year. 


Ind be it further Enated, That the ſaid Directors, or any and may bor- 
Thirteen or more of them, for any Diſtrict where Twenty-four to Money. 


Directors ſhall be elected, and any Nine or more of them, where 
only Sixteen Directors ſhall be elected, ſhall and are hereby autho- 
rized and impowered at their Firſt, or at any other Meeting or 
Meetings, to borrow and take up at Intereſt ſuch Sum or Sums of 
Money as they may think neceſſary for the Purpoſe of this Act; all 
which Sums of Money ſo to be borrowed ſhall be charged and 
chargeable upon the Rates and Aſſeſſments hereafter to be made, 
ſubject to the Limitations, Proviſions, and Directions herein after 


preſcribed for borrowing Money. 


And be it further Enaited, by the Authority aforcfaid, That DireQors 


the ſaid Directors, or any Thirteen or more of them, in any Diſtrict may purchaſe 


where the Number of Directors is Twenty-four, and any Nine or 
more of them, where the Number is Sixteen, ſhall and they are 
hereby reſpectively impowered and required, as ſoon as conveniently 


may be, to contract for the Purchaſe in Fee-fimple of any Quantity 
of Land not exceeding One hundred Acres, with or without Build- 


ings thereon, lying within ſuch incorporated Diſtricts as aforeſaid, 
which they ſhall think moſt proper and convenient for building a 
Houſe of Induſtry for the Reception and Employment of the Poor, 
and ſuch other Buildings as they ſhall think neceſſary for the Pur- 


poſes of this Act, or may contract for any waſte or common Grounds 


with the reſpective Lords or Ladies of the Manors, the Copyhold 
Tenants, Commoners, or Perſons intereſted therein, and to pay for 
ſuch Lands or Buildings out of the Money to be-xaiſed or borrowed 
by virtue of this Act, 


-2 


B DER. P2ovided 


Lands, 


Houſes, &c. 
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gs s Dꝛobided always, That in all future Rates ana Aſſeſuments to 


An o be made for any Pariſh or Place wherein any Lands, Grounds, or 
purchaſed Buildings which ſhall be ſo purchaſed ſhall be ſituate, ſuch Lands, 
thall not be Grounds, or Buildings ſhall not be aſſeſſed at a higher Value, or at 
— — a greater improved Rent than the ſame were aſſeſſed at when ſuch 
ment. Purchaſe was made, notwithſtand ingany Buildings or Improvements 


ſhall be made thereon. 


refers to And be it further Enafted, by the Authority- aforeſaid, That 

build Houſes the laid Directors, or any Thirteen or more of them, in the Diſtrict 

of Tocuttry | where the Number of Directors is Twenty-four, and any Niue or 

"LE Man. more of them, where the Number is Sixteen, ſhall and they arc 

ner, and ſur- hereby required, as ſoon as conveniently may be aiter fuch Purchaſe - 

nil the fame. or Purchates ſhall have been completed, to build, erect, fit up, or 
repair, or cauſe to be built, erected, fitted up, or repaired, in a plain 
and durable Manner, on the Lands or Grounds ſo to be purchaſed, 
One or more convenient Houſe or Houſes of Induſtry, and other 
Buildings for the Reception and Employment of the Poor belong- {| 
ing to ſuch Diſtrict, and for other the neceſſary Purpoſes of this Act; 
and ſhall, within Three Calendar Months next after ſuch Houſes cr *' 
Buildings ſhall be finiſhed, provide and furniſh the ſame with all 
neceſſary Furniture, Houſhold Goods, and Utenſils, and defray the 
Expences of building ſuch Houſe or Houſes, and of fitting up and 
furniſhing the fame, and all other Expences relative thereto, out of 


any Money which ſhall be raiſed, borrowed, or received by virtue 
of this Act. 


DireQors io And for the more eaſy and ſpeedy carrying the Purpoſes of this 


appoint Com- 


mittees of Act into Execution, Be it further Enacted, by the Authority 
themſelves to aforeſaid, That the ſaid Directors, or any Thirteen or more of them, 
5 — Ba- in the Diſtrict where the Number of Directors is Twen gur, and 
any Nine or more of them, where the Number is only Sixteen, ſhall, 
at any Meeting to be held for that Purpoſe, nominate and appoint © 

any Five or more of their own Body to be a Committee to direct or 
ſuperintend the Works carrying on for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, until 

the ſame ſhall be finiſhed ; and ſuch Committee (hall cauſe all their 
Proceedings to be entered in a Book to be kept for that Purpoſe, 

and they or any Three or more of them ſhall and may at any Meet- 
ing, by an Order under their Hands, dire& any Sum -or Sums of 

Money to be paid by the Treaſurer of the Diſtrict wherein they ſhall 
be appointed for the Purpoſes of this Act; and ſuch Order ſhall be 
a ſufficient Diſcharge to the Treaſurer for ſo much Money by him * 

paid in purſuance of ſuch Orders. „ 


8 | And 


* 
5 
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And be it further Enaited, by the Authority aforeſaid, That And the 


the ſaid Directors, or any Thirteen or more of them, for any Diſtrict — 


where Tirenty-four Directors ſhall be elected, and any Nine cr 4 


more of them, where only Sixteen ſhall be elected, ſhall have full Orders for 


Power and Authority ſrom time to time to make ſuch Bye-laws, $572173 ms 


Rules, and Orders as they ſhall r the cuuon; 
Poor within the Diſtrict ſor which they are Directors, and for the 
carrying on any Trade or ManutaCture within or about ſuch Houſe 
or Houles for the- Employment of the faid Poor under their Care 
and Management, and for all other the Purpoſes of this Act, and 
ſhall and may from time to time repeal, alter, or amend all {ſuch 


Bye-laws, Kules, and Orders as to them the ſaid Directors ſhall 
ſeem proper, 


And be it further Enacted, That it ſhall and may be lawful and may 
ſor the taid Directors, or any Thirteen or more of them, for any ,.,, 4 
Diſtrict where Twenty-four Directors ſhall be elected, and any Nine Purpoſes of 
or more of them, where only Sixteen Directors ſhall be elected, from this AQ; 
time to time to borrow and take up at Intereſt any Sum or Yume 
of Money which they ſhall think fit for the Purpoſes of this Act 
within their reſpective Diſtricts, to that the Intereſt to be paid for 
the ſame ſhall not exceed the Sum laid out and expended for the 


Relief of the Poor within ſuch Diſtrict for any One Quarter in the 


Fear; and from time to time to aſſign over the Poor's Rates to Fe and may af- 


collected within ſuch Diſtrict, as a Security for the Re- payment of —— 
the Principal and Intereſt of the Money ſo to be borrowed, the — , | 
harges of ſuch Aſſignments to be paid out of the Monies to be of the Money 
raiſed by the ſaid Rates; and every Perſon to whom any ſuch Af. ed. 
ſignments ſhall be made, or who ſhall be entitled to the Money 
thereby ſecured, is hereby impowered from time to time, by Aſſign- 
ment under his or her Hand, in the Preſence of Two or more cre- 
dible Witneſſes, to be indorſed on the Back of his or her Security, 


to aſſign or transfer his or her Right to the Principal and Intereſt Perſons may 


Money thereby ſecured io any other Perſon, in Words to the ſol- **>fcrtheir 


lowin 8 Effect | Aſſignments. 


7 2 Do hereby transfer all my Right, Property, and Intereſt to the 
within mentioned Sum of 


All which Aſſignments ſhall, within One Calendar Month after the 
Date thereof, be produced and notified to the Clerk to the faid Di- 
rectors, who ſhall cauſe an Entry to be made of ſuch Aſſignment, 
containing the Date, Names of the Parties and Witneſſes, and of 

the 


; 


N 


the ums of Money thereby mentioned to be aſſigned or transſer- 

- red, in the Books directed to be kept for entering the faiti 

original Allignments ; and for each of ſuch Entries the ſaid Clerk 

Clerk's Vee. ſhall be pud the Sum of To Shillings and Sixpence, and no 
more; and all Perſons to whom any ſuch Aſſignments ſhall be 

made ſhall be, in Proportion to the Sum or Sums therein men- 

tioned, Creditors oh the ſaid Rates equally one with another, and 

ſhall have no Prefer ence in reſpe@ to * Priority of advancing ſuch | 


Money, 


1 And for the better Security of ſuch Sums of Money as ſhall be 
ray make borrowed for the Purpoſes of this Act, and for deiraying all Ex- 
5 1 pences of carry ing the Act into Execution, Be it further Enatcd, 
Expences of by the Authority aforeſaid, That at the laid Yearly and General 
- = 16d Quarterly Meetings the ſaid Directors, or any Thirteen or more of 
e them, in the Diſtrict where the Number of Directors is Tus eng. four, 
and any Nine or more of them, where the Number is only 1xteen, 

ſhall and may and they are hereby impowered to aſtzls, with as 
much Equality as may be, ſuch Sum or Sums of Money, not ex- 

ceeding the reſpective Rates herein after mentioned, upon the ſe- 

veral Pariſhes and Places within every Diſtrict which ſhall be 

ſo incorporated, as they ſhall judge neceſſary for paying the Intereſt 

due on the Sums of Money which ſhall be borrowed by the ſaid 

Directors as aforeſaid within their reſpective Diſtricts, and for and 

towards paying off and diſcharging ſuch principal Debts as ſhall 

Aſelments be due and owing on the Credit of this Act within ſuch Diſtricts; 
to be deliver- all which Aſſeſſments ſhall be delivered to the Clerk of the Peace 
3 or his Deputy at the next General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace 
Peace. to be held as aforeſaid, and being allowed by the Juſtices of the 
Peace aſſembled at ſuch Seſſions, or at any Adjourament there- 
of (for which the ſaid Clerk of the Peace ſhall be paid the Sum 
of Ten Shill;ngs and Sixpence for every Aſſeſſment fo to be aſſeſſed 
and allowed) the faid Directors for the Diſtrict where ſuch Aſſeſſ- 
ment ſhall be made, or any Three or more of them, are hereby im- 
powered, by an Order under their Hands and Seals, to direct the 
Church .vardens and Overſeers of the Poor for the ſeveral Pariſhes 
and Places wi:hin ſuch Diſtrict to pay, at ſome particular Time 
and Place to be ſpecified in ſuch Order, the Sum ſo aſſeſſed upon 
ſuch Pariſhes and Places reſpectively, to the Treaſurers of the ſaid 
Directors for, the Time being, whoſe Receipt for the fame ſhall 
be a legal Diſcharge to ſuch Churchwardens and Overſeers of the 
Poor ; and ſuch Churchwardens and Overſeers of th: Poor ſhall 

and are hereby authorized and required from time to time to raiſe, 
by equal Taxation upon every 6 Parſon, Vicar, and others, 
| and 


9. ARE 1. a 


— — — — — 


ſuch Diſtricts / reſpectively, ſo much Money as ſhall be aſſeſſed 


aſſeſſed, levied, and recovered in ſuch and the like Manner as Mo- 
ney aſſeſſed for the Relief of the Poor is by the Laws now in being 


rating any ſuch Diſtrict to Eaſter following. 


tants of any Pariſh or Place within any incorporated Diſtrict ſhall think appeal 


Goo » — © 


a 
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and upon every Occupier of Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, 
and Premiſes within their reſpective Pariſhes and Places within 


upon ſuch Pariſhes and Places by the ſaid Directors; all which 
Sums of Money ſo aſſeſſed and received by the ſaid Churchwardens 
and Overſeers of the Poor, in caſe of any Deficiency, the Pariſhioners 
and Inhabitants of the ſaid reſpective Pariſhes and Places wherein 
ſuch Sums of Money ſhall be fo aſſeſſed or received, ſhall be an- 
ſwerable, and ſhall be compellable to pay the fame upon a Re- 
aſſeſſment, which in that Caſe is hereby directed to be made by 
the Pirectors afſEmbled at any General Quarterly Meeting; and and to be le- 


ſuch Taxes and Aſſeſſments, and alſo ſuch Re- aſſeſſments, ſhall be — 


to be levied and recovered, and with the fame Power of Appeal to 


-Perſons aggrieved. 4 


Provided always, That the Sums to be aſſeſſed by the ſaid Aſcent 


Directors at their General Quarterly Meetings upon any Pariſh or g fe, _ 


Place within any ſuch Diſtrict ſhall not exceed, in any One Year, Rates upon a 


the Sum which ſhall have been expended, diſburſed, and laid out 3 
for the Relief of the Poor in ſuch Pariſh or Place in One Vear, upon # 


a Medium of Ten Years, from Eaſter next enſuing the incorpo- f 


And be it further Enaited, That if any Five or more Inhabi- perſons * \ 


the Sum of Money aſſeſſed upon ſuch Pariſh or Place unequal, with re- — 
ſpect to the Sum aſſeſſed upon any other Pariſh or Place within the the Rates; 
{ame Diſtrict, ſuch Perſons may, within Three Months next after the 

Time ſuch Aſſeſſments ſhall have been delivered to the Clerk of the 


Peace or his Deputy as aforeſaid, appeal againſt ſuch Inequality to 


the next General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace to be holden for the 


{aid County of Norfe/k, or at any Adjournment thereof as aforeſaid; 
but if ſuch Quarter Seffions ſhall be holden within Fourteen Days 


next after ſuch Aſſeſſment ſhall have been delivered to the Clerk of 
the Peace or his Deputy as aforeſaid, then the Perſons intending to 


appeal ſhall be at Liberty to appeal to the next or ſubſequent Ge- 

neral Quarter Seſſions or Adjournment thereof as aforeſaid, giving 

Notice thereof in Writing, at leaſt Ten Days before the Time of 

bringing ſuch Appeal, to any Tws of the Directors who were preſent  , Tuf 
when ſuch Aſſeſſment was made, or to their Clerk or Treaſurer for jjcesin Sion 
the Time being; and if upon hearing any ſuch Appeal it ſhall ap- way aſcertain 


3 | a” 
pear to the Juſtices in Seſſion that too large a Proportion of Money {* ©79P9 


is aſſeſſed upon fuch Pariſh or Place, ſuch Juſtices are hereby au- Money to be 
| | C 


thorized ited. ny 


* 


0 


v 
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torized to aſcertain and determine the Proportion of the Money to 
be aſſeſſed and raiſed within ſuch Pariſhes and Places; and the 
Proportions ſo aſcertained and determined by ſuch Juſtices ſhall not 
be varied or altered for the Space of Five Years then next enſuing; 
and the Proportions of the Aſſeſſments ſo aſcertained and determined 
ſhall be recorded by the ſaid Clerk of the Peace, and all Perſons 
may inſpect and peruſe the ſame, and take Copies or Extracts 
thereof, paying the like Fees as are hereby authorized to be taken 
for the Inſpection, Peruſal, and ies of any Books or Papers in 
his Cuſtody. | 


Houſes, c. Pꝛovbided always, That ſuch Houſes, Lands, Tenements, and 
8 Hereditaments, as now are and uſually have been charged and rated 
Rate to con- to the Poor's Rates in any of the Pariſhes and Places within the Di- 
_ charge- ſtricts which ſhall be incorporated by virtue of this Act, ſhall con- 
: tinue to be charged and rated as formerly, although ſuch Houſes or 
Lands do not lie within the Diſtrict ſo incorporated; and that all 

ſuch Houſes, Lands, and Hereditaments, as have been uſually 

charged and rated to the Poor as aforeſaid, ſhall be and be deemed 

as Part of ſuch Diſtricts for the Purpoſes of this Act only; any 


— Cuſtom or Uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding : And any Pariſh 
Chia aces 


do be rated. Or Extra-parochial Place not lying within any incorporated Diſtrict, 


but which hath been uſually rated for the Relief of the Poor of 
any Pariſh or Place within ſuch Diſtrict, ſhall be deemed to be 
within ſuch Diſtrict for the Purpoſes of this Act, but for no other 
Purpoſe whatſoever. 


Paymentsout Pꝛobided nevertheleſs, and it is hereby Declared, That 
Rates for this Act ſhall not extend to prevent the Churchwacdens and Over- 
other Pur- ſeers of the Poor for any of the Pariſhes or Places within any 
— by? be ſuch Diſtrict from aſſeſſing and raiſing any Sum or Sums of Mo- 
Church- ney to make any Payment or Payments directed and required by 
wardens. any Law in being to be made out of the Poor's Rates, but all ſuch 
Sums ſhall and may be aſſeſſed and raiſed for ſuch Purpoles, over 
and above the Sums aſſeſſed by the ſaid Directors, and ſhall be 


accounted for in the fame Manner as they were before the Paſſing 
of this Act. | | | 


<Gratch of And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 


| the Poor to the Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor, or One of, them for 


attend the Di- 


reors upon each Pariſh or Place within any Diſtrict which ſhall be ſo incorpo- 


Notice, with rated, ſhall, and they are hereby required from time to time, upon 


—— Notice in Writing figned by any One or more of the Directors 'for 


ment for 10 ſuch Diſtrict being delivered to them reſpectively, or left at their 
Years pat. Place or Places of Abode, at leaſt Two Days before the Firſt or any 
— i „ other 


= I 


other Meeting of the faid Directors, to attend all ſuch Meetings with 
the Books in which the Accounts of the Overſeers of the Poor have 
been entered for Ten Years from Eafter next enſuing the incorpo- 
rating any ſuch Diftrict ; and where no ſuch Books ſhall be kept, 
then with the original Rates, and ſhall leave in the Cuſtody of the 
the Clerk to the ſaid Directors fuch Books or Rates, together 
with an Account of all ſuch other Sums of Money not included 
in the ſaid Rates as ſhall have been expended within that Period 
by the reſpective Churchwardens and Overſeers of ſuch Pariſhes or 


Places, for the Relief or upon Account of the Poor; and the ſaid 


Clerk ſhall deliver ſuch Books, Rates, and Accounts to the ſaid Di- 
rectors, to the End that they may examine the ſame, in order 
to aſcertain the Proportions to be obſerved in aſſeſſing the ſeveral 
Sums to be raiſed within the ſeveral Pariſhes and Places within 
ſuch Diſtricts; and ſuch Directors ſhall return ſuch Books, Rates, 
and Accounts to the ſaid Churchwardens and Overſeers, when- 
ever they ſhall be demanded, after the Expiration of Forty Days 
from the Receipt thereof; and in caſe all or any of ſuch Ac- 
counts or original Rates ſhall not be produc. d at ſuch Firſt Meeting 
as before directed, ſuch Directors may notwithſtanding aſſeſs all 
| ſuch Pariſhes and Places at their Diſcretion, but in as equal a Pro- 


portion with other Pariſhes or Places near or adjoining thereto as 


can be done, Regard being had to the Value of ſuch Pariſhes or 


bete to 
be returned 


to the 
Church- 
wardens. 


Places, and to the Number of the Poor uſually maintained 


there, 


And be it further Enatted, That the Churchwardens and Pari o. 


Overleers of the Poor of the ſeveral Pariſhes and Places within any 
incorporated Diſtrict ſhall from time to time and at all Times here- 
after aid and aſſiſt the ſaid Directors to the beſt of their Power, and 
ſhall at all Times obey any Order ſigned by any Eve or more of the 
ſaid Directors relative to the Execution of this Act within any ſuch 
Diſtrict; and in caſe any ſuch Churchwarden or Overſeer of the 


cers to aſſiſt 
the Directors 
in the Execu - 
tion of this 
Act, 


Poor ſhall refuſe cr neglect to raiſe and levy the Sums ſo aſſeſſed in 


any Pariſh or Place as they ought to do, or to pay at the Time and 
Place appointed any Monies which they ſhall have collected and 
Aexied, or to obey any Order or Orders of the ſaid Directors, or any 
Hive or more of them, every ſuch Churchwarden or Overſeer ſo 
| offending ſhall be ſummoned, by Writing under the Hands of any 

Two Directors, to appear before the ſaid Directors at any Meeting 
which ſhall be expreſſed in ſuch Summons; and if any ſuch Church- 
warden or Overſeer of the Poor fo ſummoned ſhall refuſe or negle& 
to appear at any ſuch Meeting or Meetings, or if appearing ſhall 
not ſufficiently .excule or juſtify himſelf, the Directors then preſent, 
. * * Or 


DP 


and neglect- Or any Five or more of them, may fine any ſuch Churchwarden 
ing to appear 


to be hned, 


0 


Directors 
neglecting to 


hold Quarter- 


1y Meetings 
to make 


Rates, 


Two Juſtices 
-may cauſe 
them-to be 
made; 


— 


[ 12 


or Overſeer of the Poor for ſuch Neglect or Refuſal, in any Sum not 
exceeding Five Pounds ; all which Fines ſhall be levied, recovered, 


and applied in Manner herein after mentioned, 


And be it further Enacted, That if the ſaid Directors ſhall 


neglect or refuſe to hold any ſuch Quarterly or Annual Meetings, or 
if there ſhall not appear a ſufficient Number of Directors at any of 
ſuch Quarterly or Annual Meetings to make ſuch Rates as ſhall be 
neceſſary to be made for the Purpoſes of this Act within any in- 
corporated Diſtrict, ſuch Rates may be ordered to be made by 
any Tuo Juſtices of the Peace of the ſaid County, although they 
are not qualified to act as, Directors for ſuch Diſtrict ; and in caſe 
no ſuch Order ſhall be made by ſuch Juſtices within One Ca- 
lendar Month from the Time ſuch Quarterly Meetings ſhould have 


been held, the ſame Proportion ſhall be rated, aſſeſſed, and raiſed, 


and if they 


negleR the 


-Churchwar- 
dens are to 
raiſe the Mo. 
ney. 


Directors to 
give Notice 
of a Meeting 
for electing 
Guardians. 


in each Pariſh or Place within ſuch Diſtrict, by the Church 
wardens and Overſeers of the Poor for the enſuing Quarter, as 
was raiſed therein for the preceding Quarter, and the Money | 
ariſing thereby ſhall be paid to the Treaſurer of ſuch Diſtrict, in 
ſuch Manner as is herein before-mentioned with reſpect to any Mo- 
ney which ſhall have been aſſeſſed by the ſaid Directors within ſuch 
Diſtrict. | | 


And for the better carrying the good Purpoſes of this Act into 


Execution, Be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
as ſoon as any Houſe or Houſes ſhall be built and fit for the Re- 
ception of the Poor belonging to any ſuch Diſtrict as aforeſaid, the 


ſaid Directors, or any Thirteen or more of them, for any Diſtrict where NY 


Twenty-feur Directors ſhall be elected, and any Nine or more of 
them, where only Sixleen ſhall be elected, ſhall and are hereby re- 
quired to cauſe publick Notice to be given in the Norwich News- 
papers that a Meeting will be held at ſuch Time and Place within 
tuch Diſtrict as ſhall be expreſſed in ſuch Notice, for ' electing Per- 
ſons to act as Guardians to be aſſiſting to the ſaid Directors in the 
Execution of this Act; at which Meeting all Perſons qualified to be 
Guardians within ſuch Diſtrict may, if they think fit, attend; and 


ſuch Perſons ſhall and are hereby authorized and impowered to elect | 


by Ballot, by a Majority of Votes, amongſt themſelves, ſuch Num- 
ber of Perſons to be Guardians of the Poor within ſuch Diſtrict as 
ſhall be equal to the Number of Directors choſen for ſuch Diſtrict ; 


and the ſaid Directors and Guardians ſo choſen as aforeſaid ſhall be 


authorized to put this Act in Execution, 


| And 


[ MM = 
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And be it further Enacted, That immediately after any Directors 
Diſtrict ſhall be incorporated as aforeſaid, all Perſons qualified na. © 
to be Directors and Guardians within the ſame Diſtrict ſhall be poration. 
and are hereby declared to be One Body Politick and Corporate in 
Law to all Intents and Purpoſes, and ſhall have perpetual Suc- 
ceſſion and a Common Scal, and ſhall be called The Directors 
and Guardians of the Poor for the Diſtrict of [ſpecifying 
the ſame] in the County of Norfolk; and by that Name ſhall be 
enabled to ſue and plead, and be ſued in all Courts and Places within 
that Part of Great Britain called England, and by that Name ſhall 
and may purchaſe, take eceive any Goods and Chattels what- 
ſoever to or for the Uſe ſaid Corporation; and all Lands, 
Tenements, and Hereditaments already purchaſed, and to be pur- 
chaſed and built by the Dirègtors in purſuance of this Act, ſhall 
and are hereby declared to be veſted in the ſaid Corporation for the 


Purpoſes of this Act, | 


And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Di- Diredors and 


rectors and Guardians ſhall, at every Meeting for carrying this Act —— to 
into Execution, bear their own Expences. | own Ex- 
| pences. 


And be it further Enatted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That PireQtgry and 


Guardians to 


Four General Quarterly Meetings ſhall be held in each Year by the bold General 


Directors and Guardians within every Diſtrict incorporated as afore- and Quarter. 


faid, at all which Meetings not leſs than Four Directors ſhall be“ Mccungs. 
preſent, One of which Meetings ſhall be held on Monday next after 

the Feaſt of Saint John the Baptiſt in every Year ; and ſuch Meetings 

ſhall be held at ſuch convenient Places within the Diſtri fo incor- 

porated as the ſaid Directors and Guardians, or any Five gr more 

of them, ſhall direct. . : 


And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That For eleding 
at every Meeting which ſhall be held annually on Monday next after — = oa 
the Feaſt of Saint John the Baptiſt as aforeſaid, the Directors who 
ſhall be then pteſent ſhall fill up any Vacancies that may have hap- 
pened amongſt themſelves; and the Guardians then preſent ſhall pro- 
ceed in Manner before directed to chooſe again, Twenty-four Guar- 
dians, Eight of which at leaſt ſhall not have been elected in the 

receding Year ; which ſaid Directors, together with the Guardians 
ſo choſen, ſhall be the Directors and Guardians for the Vear then 
enſuing ; and the faid Directors and Guardians, or any Five or more a4 the Trea- 


of them, ſhall at every Quarterly Meeting examine and audit the counts to be 
D Accounts audited. 
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Accounts of the Treaſurer and other Officers, and ſhall examine 
and fign an Inventory ot the Furniture, Honſhold Gcods, and 
Utenſils in ſuch Houſe or Houſes as ſhall be provided or built for 
the Poor as aforeſaid. 


: * 

— — And be it kurther Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 

- chose a ſelec the ſaid Directors and Guardians, or any Five or more of them, 

Number ſhall at their Annual Meetings, or at any other Meetings to be held 

among . for that Purpoſe, appoint Twelve Perſons out o! the Directors and 

for manag- Guardians (Four whereof at the leaſt ſhall be Directors) for cach 

—_— Quarter of the ſucceeding Year; and ſuch Perſons ſo appointed 

Quarter of ſhall and may inſpect, direct, manage, and provide for the Poor 
the Year; jn the ſaid Houſe or Houſes, and they, or any Three or more of 

2 them (whereof a Director always to be. One) together with the 

Clerk, ſhall, during the Quarter for which they ſhall act as aforeſaid, 

meet at the ſaid Houſe or Houſes every Monday Morning, or oftener, 

a bh, if it ſhall be neceſſary, and ſhall and may give ſuch Orders and Di- 
rections as they ſhall think proper for the Employment and Manage- 

ment of the Poor in ſuch Houſe or Houſes, and for carrying into due 

Execution all ſuch Rules and Orders as ſhall from time to time be 

made and eſtabliſhed for the Care of the Poor within ſuch Houſe 
22 or Houſes. and the ſaid Twelve Directors and Guardians, to be 
hoſen may appointed as aforeſaid for each Quarter, may by Agreement divide 
inde them- themſelves into Committees of Four Perſons to act for each Month 


elves ano, in ſuch Quarters ; but ſuch Diviſion ſhall not preclude any of the 


for each Twelve from being preſent and acting at any ſuch Weekly or other 
Month. ** as aforeſaid. 
2 1 And be it furcher Enaited, by the Authority aforeſaid, That A - 


Meetings of the Weekly Committees and the General Quarterly Meetings, as alſo 
— ah the Day for holding the Firſt Annual Meeting, ſhall be fixed by- 
dians to be the Directors and Guardians at the Firſt General Meeting to be 
_ - the i holden after the Guardians ſhall have been elected within any incor- 
Meeting. porated Diſtrict as aforeſaid, and ſo from Year to Year, the ſaid Days 
ſhall always be fixed at the Firſt Annual Meeting in every Year for 
the Year enſuing; and all ſuch Meetings ſhall be directed to be held 
either at the ſaid Houſe or Houſes, or at ſome other convenient Tlace 


within ſuch Diſtricts reſpectively. 


Accounts of 


— rndepen and And be it further Enatted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
Guardians '® at ſuch General Quarterly Meetings the faid Twelve Directors and 
General Guardians ſhall from time to time ſettle their Accounts for the 


Quarterly 
Mectings, - preceding 


% 
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preceding Quarter, and cauſe the ſame to be delivered to the Clerk 

of the Peace or his Deputy at the next General Quarter Seſſions for 

the ſaid County of Norfo/4, or at ſome Adjournment thereof to be 

held for the Diviſion wherein ſuch Diſtrict ſhall lie; and the Clerk and laid be- 
of the Peace or his Deputy is hereby required to lay the ſame be- — 24 
fore the. Juſtices of the Peace at ſuch Seſſions or Adjournment there- Quarter Seſ. 
of, to be by them examined; for which a Fee of Ten Shillings and 9% 

Six Pence, and no more, ſhall be paid to the ſaid Clerk of the Peace: 

And if upon Examination or Complaint it ſhall appear that ſuch 
Accounts are not juſt, ſuch Juſtices may authorize and impower 

any One or more Juſtice or Juſtices for the ſaid County to examine 

the ſame, and to report the Matter to them at the next Quarter 

Selſions, and ſuch Juſtices in the ſaid Seſſions are hereby authorized 


to paſs and finally determine the fame. 


And be it further Enatted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That pireging 
all Annual Accounts, and alſo all Orders, ſhall be examined and how Annual 
ſigned at an Annual Meeting by a Majority of the Directors then — — 
preſent; and all Quarterly Accounts ſhall always be examined and fhall be 6gn- 
ſigned, by Four Pirectors at leaſt, as likewiſe every Order paſſed d, Kc. 
at ſuch Meetings; and no Contract or Order for the Payment 
of any Sum of Money exceeding Thirty Pounds ſhall be made 
at any other Meeting than an Annual or Quarterly Meeting, un- 
leſs where only Four Directors at leaſt are preſent, and conſent 


thereto. 


And be it further Enacted, That all voluntary Gifts and Contribu- 
ontributions which well-diſpoſed and charitable Perſons ſhall think —— 
proper to make towards carrying on the good Purpoſes hereby in- Treaſurer 
© tended, ſhall be paid to the Treaſurer for the Diſtrict for which — — | 
the ſame was given, and ſhall be applied and diſpoſed of by the — = 
Directors and Guardians for the Benefit of the Poor within ſuch _. 
Diſtrict ; and a Liſt of the Names of ſuch Donors and Contri- — 
butors, and an Account of the Sums by them contributed, ſhall Sums to be 


be affixed in the moſt conſpicuous Part of the faid Houſes of In- rep 


duſtry, | | &c. 
And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That Diredtors and 


after the Poor ſhall be under the Government of the ſaid Directors — — 
and Guardians, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the ſaid Di- Certifcates 
rectors and Guardians, at any General Quarterly Meeting or Meetings — 
as aforeſaid, to grant Certificates under the Common Seal of the Poor who are 
Corporation to any Perſon whoſe legal Settlement ſhall be in any willing to re- 
Pariſh or Place within ſuch Diſtrict, and who ſhall be willing“ “e: 


to 


"4 
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to remove, or who ſhall have removed out of the faid Diſtrict; 
all which Certificates, being atteſted by their Clerk, and ſigned 
by Two Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid County, ſhall be good 
and valid to all Intents and Purpoſes, and no other Certificates than 
as aforeſaid ſhall be granted within any ſuch Diſtrict ; any Law, 
Statute, or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding. - : 


Direfors,ve. And whereas there may be induſtrious poor Perſons within 


to retieve in- ſuch Liſtricts as may be incorporated, who do not belong to the 
Poor ; Houſes of Induſtry, and to whom it may be proper to give ſome 
ſmall Aſſiſtance towards the Maiatenance of themſelves and their 
Families; Be it therefoze Enaſted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid Directors and Guar- 
dians, or any Five or more of them, from time to time (if they 
think fit) to relieve ſuch induſtrious poor Perſons or Families within 
the Diſtrict incorporated, without receiving them into ſuch Houle 
and may or Houſes; and the ſaid Directors and Guardians, or any Five or 
take up wan- more of them, may from time to time cauſe any Perſon who ſhall 
beer. be found wandering and begging within any of the Pariſhes or 
Places within their reſpective Diſtricts to be ſent to the Houſe or 
Houſes of Induſtry within ſuch Diſtricts, there to be kept and em- 
ployed for ſo long Time as they ſhall order and direct; and in 
caſe of Miſbehaviour in any ſuch Perſon, he or ſhe may be pu- 
niſhed in like Manner as any other poor Perfon maintained with- 
in any ſuch Houſe or Houſes can or may be puniſhed for Miſ- 
behaviour, or ſuch Perſon may be paſſed as a Vagrant to his or 
her 70 of Birth, or other legal Settlement, if the fame can be 

found, | 


Certicatesin And be it further Enaited, That as ſoon as the Directors 
the Cuftody and Guardians ſhall be elected for any Diſtrict as aforeſaid, all 
— — de Certificates which have been delivered to and then remain in the 
delivered to Cuſtody of the Parochial Officers within ſuch Diſtrict, ſhall be de- 
— 2 livered by them forthwith to the Clerk to the ſaid Directors and 
ration. Guardians; and all ſuch Certificates which hereafter ſhall be deli- 
vered to the reſpective Parochial Officers as aforeſaid for any ſuch 

Diſtrict, ſhall alſo be from time to time delivered within the Space 

of Fourteen Days after the Receipt thereof by ſuch Offers to the 


Clerk to the {aid Directors and Guardians, who ſhall cauſe the fame 


Bonds for in to be filed, ſo that Recourſe may be had thereto at all future Times; 


_— * and all Bonds which ſhall have been given to Parochial Officers to in- 


Baſtard Chil. demnify any Pariſhes or Places, on account of any Baſtard Children, 


dren to be ſhall be delivered by ſuch Officers to the ſaid Directors and Guardians; 


the Dire and it ſhall and may be lewtul for fuch Directors and Guardians, or 


and Guar- 0 an 
dians. * * 


. / 


any Five or more of them, to ſue on ſuch Bonds in their own Names, 
and they {Fall recover the Penalties thereof, as if ſuch Bonds had 
been made to them; and all Bonds, on account of any ſucli Chil- 
dren, which ſhall be given to the ſaid Directors and Guardians 
for any Dittrict as atcreſaid, ſhall be made to the ſaid Directors and 
Guardians of the Poor for ſuch Diſtrict reſpectively. 


And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That For aproint- 

it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the faid Directors, or any NI e 
Thirteen or more of them, for any Diſtrict where Twenty-four Di- and C'ergy- 
rectors ſhall be elected, and any Niue or more of them, where only wan, 
Sixteen Directors ſhall be elected, at any General Quarterly Meeting 4 
to appoint a proper Perſon or Perſons to be a Governor or Steward, 

or Governors or Stewards, to overſee and inſpect the Perſons ſo 
maintained in ſuch Houſes ; and alſo a proper Perſon or Perſons to 

be Matron or Matrons to ſuperintend the Poor in all ſuch Houſes ; 

and ſuch Governors or Stewards ſhall have the Care and Manage- 

ment of all ſuch Poor, and ſhall from time to time make Reports 

of their Behaviour to the Directors and Guardians to be elected in 
purſuance of this Act; and ſuch Number of Directors as aforeſaid 

may alſo from time to time, at any General Quarterly Meeting, appoint 

ſome Clergyman of the Church of England to inſtruct ſuch poor 

Perſons as ſhall be maintained in ſuch Houſe or Houſes in the Prin- 

ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Children in the Church 
Catechiſm, and allo to baptize the Children, viſit the Sick, bury 

the Dead, and perform other Offices of his Function in ſuch Houle 

or Houſes; and the ſaid Governor or Steward ſhall Orce at leaſt in 

every Week hear the Children repeat the Catechiſm ; and ſuch and making 
Number of Directors as aforeſaid may alfo give ſuch Salaries, and them Allow- 
make ſuch other Allowances to every ſuch Clergyman, Governor 

or Steward, and Matron, within their Diſtricts, as to ſuch Directors 
ſhall, appear reaſonable ; and ſhall and may pay ſuch Salaries and 
Allowances out of the Monies to be raiſed by virtue of this Act. 


And te it kurtber Enacted, That if any poor Perſon main- por punich. 
tained in any ſuch Houſes ſhall be guilty of profane Curſing or IS your 
Swearing, or of any lewd, immoral, indecent, or diſorderly Beha- guy mic. 
viour, or - ſhall neglect or refuſe to perform the Work or Service behare. 

- which he, ſhe, or they ſhall be required to do, or ſhall be any 
ways remiſs therein (fuch Wofk or Service being ſuited to his, her, 
or their Age, Strength, and Ability) every ſuch Offender, if a Child 

under the Age of Te/ve Years, ſhall and may be puniſhed by 
mederate Correflien, or by an Abatement of Diet, or Diſtinction in 
Dreſs and Diet, fer any Time not exceeding Twenty-four Hours ; or 
it ſuch Offender ſhall be above the Age of Twelve Years, then either 


E by 


„ of 

by Abatement of Diet, or Diſtint n in Dreſs and Diet as aforcfatd, 
or by being ſet in the Stocks to be ide for that Purpeſe for any 
Time not exceeeing Twelve Hours, without any other Diet during that 
Time than Bread and Mater: Al which Punithments may be 1n- 
flicted by Order of the major Part of the Directors and Guardians 
who ſhall be preſent at any Weekly Meetings ; or it ſhall and may 
be lawful for any Tide or more of the ſaid Directors and Guardians 
to complain to any One or more Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace 
againſt ſuch poor Perfons ſo guilty as aforeſaid, and fuch Juſtice or 
Juſtices may cammit ſuch pour Perion or Perſons to any Houſe of 
Correction within the {id County for any Space of Time not ex- 
ceeding One Month; and it ſhall be lawful for any One of the 
Directors to give an Order in Writing to authorize the Governor of 
the ſaid Houſe or Houſes, or any other Perſon, to apprehend and 
carry any ſuch Offender before One or more of his Majeſty's Juſtices 
of the Peace for the ſaid County of Norfolk. 


»/ 


For peifhing And be it further Enacted, That if any Perſon or Perſons, 
ſhall continue above the Age of Twenty Years, in any ſuch Houle or Houſes, after 
to miſbehave. being puniſhed either for Miſbehaviour, or for neglecting or refuſing 
to. do and perform ſuch Work or Service which he, the, or they 

ought to have done and performed, ſhall again miſbehave, or con- 

tinue obſtinately to refuſe to do and perform tuch Work or Service 

as aforeſaid (ſuch Work or Service being ſuited to their Strength 

and Ability) it ſhall and may be lawful for the Directors and Guar- 

dians prelent at any Weekly Meeting to cauſe ſuch Perſon to be 

{ent to ſome Juſtice of the Peace for the ſaid County of Norfolk ; 

and ſuch Juſtice is hereby authorized and required to. commit ſuch 

Perſon to the Houſe of Correction, there to be kept till the next 

General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace to be holden for the ſaid 

County; and the Juſtices at ſuch Seſſions are hereby authorized to hear 

and determine ſuch Complaint as hall be made againſt ſuch Perſon, 

and if they ſhall adjudge the Complaint to be true, ſuch Offender 

ſhall be deemed an incorrigible Rogue, and may be puniſhed as ſuch 


by Order of ſuch Juſtices. 
Puniſhing And be it further Enaited, That the Apparel ſor Cloathing 


Joining 5 all ſuch poor Perſons as aforeſaid ſhall be deemed and taken to be 
parel, c. the Property of the ſaid reſpective Directors and Guardians for the 
: Diſtrict where ſuch Houſe or Houtcs ſhall be fituated ; and in caſe 
any poor Perſon maintained therein ſhall purloin, teil, or pawn any 

of the Materials or Implements ot Work intruſted to them, or thall 

ſell or pawn any of the Apparel with which they thall be cloathed, 

or ſhall abſent himſelf or herſelf from ſuch Houſe or Houſes with 

the Cloaths or Apparel belonging to the ſaid Directors and Guar- 

: | dians, 
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dians, without the Leave of the major Part bf the Directors and 
Guardians who ſhall be preſent at fome Meełly Meeting, it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the Governor, or any other Perſon by Direction, 
of any Director or Guardian, to carry ſuch Offender before any 
Juſtice of the Peace for the ſaid County; and in caſe ſuch Offender 
ſhall be convicted thereof before ſuch Juſtice, either on his own 
Confeſſion, or on the Oath of One or more credible Witneſs or 
Witneſſes (which Oath ſuch Juſtice is hereby impowered and re- 
quired to adminiſter) ſuch Juſtice may for the Firſt Offence order 
any ſuch Offender to be fent back to the ſaid Houſe from whence 
he was brought, and there to be Once publickiy whipped : And if any 
ſuch Perſon ſhall be convicted a Second Time of any ſuch Offence, 
every ſuch Offender ſhall be deemed and taken to be gur/ty of Felony, 
and ſhall ſuffer ſuch Puniſhment as Perſons convicted of Petit Larceny 
are liable to by the Laws now in being. 


And be it further Enaited, That if any Perſon or Perſons PuniſhingPer- 
ſhall knowingly buy, receive into Pawn, or ſecrete any of the — 
Cloaths or Wearing Apparel of any ſuch poor Perſons, or any of belonging to 
the Goods, Materials, or Implements belonging to the ſaid Directors 1 
or Guardians, or ſhall buy or receive any of the Proviſions allotted ' 
to or provided for ſuch. poor Perſons, and ſhall be convicted thereof, 
either by his own Confeſſion, or upon the Oath of One or more 
credible Witneſs or Witneſſes before any One or more Juſtice or 
Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid County (which Oath ſuch Juſtice 
or Juſtices is and are hereby authorized and impowered to adminiſter) 
every ſuch Perſon of Perſons ſhall for every ſuch Offence forfeit and 


pay the Sum of Five Pounds, 


And for encouraging the ſaid Governor or Steward, and Matron, Encourage- 
in the Diſcharge of their Duty, Be it further Enacted, by the — — 
Authority aforeſaid, That over and above the Salaries which they Na 
ſhall receive as aforeſaid, the ſaid Directors and Guardians, or any 
Five or more of them, are hereby authorized and impowered, at 
any General Quarterly Meeting, to give them ſuch Gratuities for 
their Care and Diligence in their reſpective Offices, as they ſhall 


judge proper and reaſonable, ſo as no Gratuity to be given to any 
One Perion at any ſuch Meeting ſhall exceed the Sum of Br 


Pounas. 
And be it further Enacted, That the faid Directors and Encourage- 


Guardians, or any Hive or more of them, aſſembled at any General — 
Quarterly Meeting, ſhall and are hereby authorized and impowered cultrious 
to make ſuch Allowances to the induſtrious poor Perſons maintained r 
and employed in the ſaid Houſes as they ſhall think reaſonable ; all 


which 


of the Act. 
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which Allowances ſhall be applied for the Uiz of ſuch poor Per- 
ſons, in ſuch Manner as the ſaid Governor or Steward ſhall think 


proper. 


Profits of the And be it further Enacted, That the Profits of the Work of 


Labour ofthe the ſaid poor Pertons (after deducting therevut ſuch Allowances as 
—_ are herein before-directed to be deducted and made to them as afore- 
Aid of he faid) ſhall be applied in Aid of the Rates and Aſſeſſments to be 
mo made towards the Maintenance of the Poor within the Houle or 


Houſes within the Diſtrict where ſuch Work ſhall be done. 


Directors and And be it further Enacted, That the ſaid Directors and 
Guardians Guardians, or any ive or more of them, ſhall and they are hereby 


— impowered to contract and agree from time to time with any Perſon 


for maintain- g 5 : : « # 
ing and em- or Perſons whomſvever for all Proviſions and Neceilaries for ſuch 


ploying the Houle or Houſes, and for the lodging, keeping, and maintaining all 
| or any of the Poor belonging thereto ; and may alto (if they think 
fit) contract with any Perſon or Perſons for employing all ſuch poor 

Perſons, upon ſuch Terms, Conditions, and Regulations as any 

Five or more of the Directors and Guardians ſhall think proper, to 

as no ſuch Contract be made for a longer Term than for One Year 

at any One Time. 


* 


juſlices may And be it further Enatted, That any One or more Juſtice or 
pro ecd upon juſtices of the Peace is and are hereby impowered to proceed on 


C laint of 1 : . 
e e as the Complaint of any Director or Guardian, or of the Governor or 


if made by Steward of any ſuch Houſe, againſt any poor Perſon, in ſuch Manner 


— — as if ſuch Complaint was made by any Churchwarden or Overſeer 


leers. of the Poor. 


For pazing And be it further Enacted, That all Charges and Expences 


the Expences incident to and attending the procuring and paſſing this Act ſhall 
be paid by the Treaſurer of the faid County of Nerf, who is 
hereby required to pay the ſame within One Month next after the 
Paſſing of this Act, and the Juſtices of the Peace tor the ſaid County 
are hereby authorized to allow the fame in the faid Treaſurer's 
Accounts. 


Mow Queſ- And be it further Enatted, That all Queſtions which ſhall be 
tions Mal be propoſed at any Meeting or Meetings of the faid DireQors and 


dete: mined, A 

em Guardians, or of any Committees thereof, ſhail be determined by 
the Majority of Votes preſent at all ſuch Meetings; and in caſe of 
any Equality of Votes, the Chairman to have the caſting Vote, 


And 


1 
4 
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And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
if any Perſon ſhall convey any Spirituous or Strong Liquors into 
any Houſe or Houſes to be erected by virtue of this Act, ſuch Perſon, 
ſhall be ſubje& and liable to ſuch and the like Pains and Penalties, 
and to be levied and.recovered in ſuch Manner, as Perſons conveying 
Spirituous Liquors into any Priſons or Gaols of this Kingdom 


To prevent 
conveying 
Spirituous Li- 
quors into the 
Houſes. 


are ſubject and liable to by. an Act made in the Twenty- 


fourth Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty King Geerge the 
Second, | 


And be it further Enacted, That all poor Perſons incapable 


of providing for themſelves within their reſpective Pariſhes and 
Places in the ſaid County of Norfolk, ſhall continue under the Go- 
vernment and Management of the Churchwardens and Overſeers of 
the Poor of their ſeveral Pariſhes and Places, until the Houſe or 
Houſes for the Diſtrict within which ſuch Pariſhes or Places ſhall 
be ſituated ſhall be built and fitted up for their Reception ; and that 
as ſoon as any ſuch Houſe-or Houſes ſhall be fo built and fitted up, 
then all ſuch poor Perſons belonging to any Pariſh or Place within 
ſuch Diſtrict as are unable to maintain themſelves ſhall, within 
Three Calendar Months next after ſuch Houſe or Houſes ſhall be ſo 
built and fitted up, be received into the fame, and ſhall be under 
the Government and Management of the DireQors and Guardians 
for ſuch Diſtrict; and all poor Children, which at any Time ſhall 
be maintained by the ſaid Directors and Guardians, ſhall be and re- 
main under their Government, the Males until they attain the Age 


teen Years; and that after ſuch Children ſhall have attained their 
reſpective Ages of Erghteen Years and Sixteen Years as aforeſaid, 
they ſhall, if ſtrong and healthy, be diſcharged from ſuch Houſe or 


8 and from the Government of the ſaid Dizetors and 


uardians. 


And be it further Enatted, That the Churchwardens and 
Overſeers within ſuch Diſtrict ſhall cauſe all ſuch poor Perſons 
within their reſpective Pariſhes and Places as are unable to maintain 
themſelves to he ſent to ſuch Houſe or Houſes; and in caſe of any 
Doubt whether ſuch poor Perſon or Perſons do belong to any 
Pariſh or Place within ſuch Diſtrict, the Churchwardens or Over- 
ſeers of the Poor may apply to any To Juſtices of the Peace for the 
ſaid County, be ies = hereby authorized and impowered to hear and 
determine the ſame. 


And be it Enatted, That it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
aid Directors and Guardians, at any Annual, Quarterly, or Weekly 
| = Meeting 


» 


Poor to re- 
main under 
the Care of 
Churchwar- 
dens, &c. un- 
til a Houle i- 
provided for 
their Recep- 
tion. 


of Erghteen Years, and the Females until they attain the Age of Six- 


As ſoon a5 
the Houſes 


are finiſhed, 


the Poor to 
be ſent into 
em. 


Children may 
be bound Ap - 
rentice by 

irectors and 


Guardians. 


May be ap- 
_-prenticed to 


the Governor 
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Meeting to be holden for the Purpoſes of this Act, by and with 
the Conſent of any Two Juſtices of the Peace for the County of 
Nerfolk, to bind any ſuch Children to be Apprentices, for any Term 
not exceeding the Term of Seven Years (by Indentures without 
Stamps) and any ſuch Male Child or Children may be bound Ap- 
prentices in the Sea-ſervice to any Captain, Maſter, or Owner of 
any Ship or Veſſel, in like Manner as the Churchwardens and 
Overſcers of the Poor (with the Aſſent of ſuch Teo Juſtices of the 
Peace) are by the Laws now in being impowered to do; provided 
that ſuch Service or Apprenticeſhip ſhall not extend to ſuch Males 
beyond the Age of Twenty-one Years, or to ſuch Females beyond 
the Age of Eighteen Years; and the Perſons to whom ſuch Children 
ſhall be fo bound Apprentices ſhall be obliged to receive and provide 
for ſuch Apprentices, in like Mater as they now are obliged by 
Law to provide for other Apprentices; and no Apprentice ſo bound 
ſhall (except with the Conſent of the Directors and Guardians pre- 
ſent at ſome or one of their Meetings) be aſſigned or turned over 
to any Perſon whatſoever, and, with ſuch Conſent, only to One of 
the ſame Trade, Buſineſs, or Occupation; and all Perſons to whom 
they ſhall be fo aſſigned or turned over, ſhall be obliged to receive 
and provide for them in the ſame Manner, and under the ſame Pe- 
nalties and Forfettures, as the Perſons to whom they were firſt 
bound as aforeſaid were obliged to receive and provide for them. 


And be it further Enatted, That it ſhall and may be lawful 
to and for the Directors and Guardians, or any Five or more of 


or Steward; them, at any of their Meetings, by and with the Conſent of any 


No Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid County of Norfolk, to bind 
any ſuch Children Apprentices, for any Term not exceeding Sever 
Years, to the Governor or Steward for the Time being ; provided 

that ſuch Service or Apprenticeſhip ſhall not extend to the Males 
beyond the Age of Twenty-one Years, or to the Females beyond the 
Ape of Eighteen Years; and on the Death, Reſignation, or Removal 
of ſuch Governor or Steward, ſuch Apprentices ſo bound to the 
Governor -or Steward ſhall belong and appertain to the ſucceeding 
Governor or Steward, without any formal Aſſignment being made 
to him-of ſuch Apprentices, and ſo from time to time to the Gover- 
nor or Steward for the Time being, until the Expiration of the ſaid 
Term of Seven Years for which ſuch Children ſhall have been re- 
ſpectively bound; and ſuch Children ſhall reſpectively ſerve the ſaid 
Governor or Steward for the Tire being as Apprentices until the 

End of the ſaid Term, and ſhall during the ſaid Term be conſidered 
as Apprentices to the ſaid Governor and Steward for the Time being 
to all Intents and Purpoſes, in the ſame Manner as if they had 


been originally bound to every ſuch Governor or Steward; and all 
OS | ſuch 
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ſuch Children ſhall be provided for and maintained by the ſaid 
Directors and Guardians during fuch their> Apprenticeſhips, in 
the ſame Manner as other poor Children are to be provided for 
and maintained by virtue of this Act; and all Profits, Benefits, and 
Advantages ariſing from ſuch Apprentices ſo bound to the faid 
Governor or Steward ſhall be accounted for to the ſaid Directors 
and Guardians, and ſhall be had, received, and taken by them, and 
be applied for the Purpoſes of this Act. 


And be it further Enacted, That any Five or more of the ſaid and in Har- 
Directors and Guardians may, on Application made by any Farmer . 
or other Perſon wanting a Number of ſuch Children or other poor out to Work. 
Perſons in Harveſt, Hop-gathering Time, or at any other Time or 

Times, to hire or let out ſuch Number of the ſaid Children, or 

other poor Perſons, as ſhall be ſo required, for any Time not ex- 

ceeding One Year, to do and perform ſuch Work as ſhall be ſuitable 

to their Age and Strength, for ſuch Wages or otherwiſe as ſhall be 

agreed for between the ſaid Directors and Guardians, and the Per- 

ſon or Perſons hiring ſuch Children or other poor Perſons; which 

Wages ſhall be paid to the Treaſurer of the ſaid Directors and 
Guardians, and ſhall be by him accounted for and applied to the 

Purpoſes of this Act. | 


P2ovided always, That if the Parents, Kindred, or Friends — 
of any Children maintained by the ſaid Directors and Guardians as ere Parents 
aforeſaid ſhall either, when the ſaid Children ſhall attain their ſaid or Friends are 
reſpective Ages of Eighteen Years and Sixteen Years, or at any Time — 
before, be deſirous or willing to receive, maintain, and employ 
ſuch Children, and ſuch Children ſhall be willing and able to be ſo 
received, maintained, and employed, it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid 


Directors and Guardians to diſmiſs ſuch Children from ſuch Houſe or 
Houſes of Induſtry. 


And be it kurther Enatted, That no poor Child inhabiting Chilaren not 


out of any Diſtrict which ſhall be incorporated as aforeſaid, and to — _ 
who doth not legally belong to ſuch Diſtrict, ſhall be bound Appren- ane of ce 
tice to any Perſon reſiding within ſuch Diſtrict without the Licence Piredors. 


and Conſent of the Directors and Guardians of ſuch Diſtrict, 


And be it further Enaded, That the Juſtices of the Peace in Juſtices of the 
and for the County of Norfolk are hereby authorized and impowered 3 4 


to act as Juſtices within the City of Norwich in all Caſes relative to City of Nor- 
the Execution of this Act. wich. 


G 5, and 
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Contrats for - And be it further Enatted, That all Contracts made by any 


_ maintaining Pariſh Officers or Perſons for providing and maintaining the Poor in 
05e ee any Pariſh or Place within any Diſtrict which ſhall be incorporated 
Houſes are as aforeſaid, ſhall, as ſoon as any ſuch Houſe or Houſes ſhall be 
. built as afozeſaid, and publick Notice given by Advertiſement in one 

of the Norwich News-papers that the ſame are fit for the Reception 


of the Poor, be void and of no Effect. 


HowallFines, And be it further Enatted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 


DO all Fines, Penalties, and Forfeitures to be impoſed or inflicted by 
vt bete. virtue of this Act ſhall be levied by Diſtreſi and Sale of the Offender's 
covered, Goods and Chattels, by Warrant under the Hand and Seal or Hands 

and Seals of any One or more Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace for the 


County of Nerfelz ; all which Warrants ſuch Juſtice or Juſtices 


are hereby impowered and required to grant upon the Confeſſion - 


of the Party or Parties, or upon the Oath of One or more credible 
Witnels or Witneſſes (which Oath ſuch Juſtices are hereby im- 
powered to adminiſter); and the Fines, Penalties, and Forfeitures, 
when recovered, ſhall be paid to the Treaſurer to the Directors and 


Guardians of the Poor for the Diſtrict where ſuch Offender ſhall be. 
convicted, to be by them applied towards the Relief of the Poor 


within ſuch Diſtrict; and in caſe ſufficient DiXreſs cannot be made, 


or that the Fines, Penalties, or Forfeitures ſhall not be forthwith 


paid, that then ſuch Juſtice or Juſtices ſhall and may commit ſuch 
Offender or Offenders to the Houſe of Correction, there to be kept to hard 
Labour for any Time not exceeding Three Calendar Months, or until fuch 
Fines, Penalties, or Forfeitures ſhall be paid. 


Limitation of And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
Actions. © jf any Action or Suit ſhall be commenced againſt any Perſon or 


Perions for any Thing done in purſuance of this Act, the ſame ſhall ' 


be commenced within Six Calendar Months next after the Fact 
committed, and not afterwards; and ſhall be laid and brought in 

the County of Nerfo/k, and not elſewhere; and the Defendant or 
Generallſue, Defendants in ſuch Action or Suit ſhall and may plead the General 
Hue, and give this AQ and the Special Matter in Evidence at any 

Trial to be had thereu and that the ſame was done in Pur- 

ſuance and by the Authority of this Act; and if it ſhall appear fo 

to be done, or that ſuch Action or Suit ſhall be commenced after 

5 th Time before limited for bringing the fame, or ſhall be brought 
in ny other County or Place than as aforeſaid, that then the Jury 

ſhall find for the Defendant or Defendants; and upon a Verdict 

for the Defendant or Defendants, or if the Plaintiff or - Plaintiffs 

ſhall be Nonſuited, or diſcontinue his, her, or their Action or Suit, 

alter the Defendant or Defendants ſhall have appeared, or if upon 


Demurrer 
— 
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Demurrer Judgment ſhall be given againſt the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, 

the Defendant or Defendants ſhall and may recover Treble Coſts, Treble Cote. 
and have the like Remedy for the ſame as any Defendant or De- 

fendants hath or have in other Caſes by Law. 


And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That Publick Act. 
this Act ſhall be deemed and taken to be a Publick Act, and ſhall 


be judicially taken Notice of as ſuch by all Judges, Juſtices, and 


other Perſons whatſoever, without ſpecially pleading the fame. 
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